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Brealey has completed his next full-length work ready for the stage
entitled, Shattered Reflection. A story of a strong-headed and educated
woman with a Masters Degree in Arts Science and Degrees in Business
Management. Her role as the Divisional Manager of the Asia Pacific
region for an international manufacturing company for truck engines and
farming equipment dissatisfies her career goals. She finds the people she
works with boorish and common. Without a tendency to commit to relationships and feel for true
love, her only outlet for sex is rent boys on a Friday night. She suffers from a mental illness and
personality disorder and this is exacerbated by her addition to a cocktail of illicit drugs and alcohol.

Brealey first came to public attention in 1996 when his play, The Meeting Place was produced during
the Melbourne Fringe Festival. In 1998, Brealey’s next full-length work, Three Shorts was produced at
Melbourne’s Workhouse Theatre. Performing The Goat followed in 1999 containing the three one-act
plays, as part of the Melbourne Fringe Festival. In the 2005 Melbourne Fringe Festival he produced
Comfort Zone and recently had Penniless Penny, a one-act play produced by Walking Into Bars as part
of the 2008 Melbourne International Comedy Festival. Also, 2008 sees Brealey’s one-act plays,
Disturbing Mavis and The Mechanics being produced in Singapore as part of the Short and Sweet
Singapore 2008 Festival.

Brealey learnt drama from the age of six with Arena Theatre and first appeared on stage at the Palais
Theatre in St. Kilda, when he was ten, in the /980 Gang Show. In addition to his training in theatre, he
studied writing at the Australian Film, Television and Radio School. (AFTRS). In August 2004,
Brealey attended the Robert McKee, ‘Story Seminar’, claimed to be the world’s ultimate writing
course taught by Hollywood’s master of the craft.

The Meeting Place was a critical and public success: “The Meeting Place was a simple even old
fashioned story of family and loss. I rarely cry in the theatre - at least for emotional reasons - but there
I was enjoying some new talent. And I was bawling, with the joy of it and of the magic of a good yarn
well put, the tears running down my cheeks like a bloody baby.” (Ralph McLean - 3RRR). Brealey
won a Special Recommendation Award for The Meeting Place in the Melbourne Fringe Performance
Art Awards.

Three Shorts comprised of three self-contained plays: ‘Disturbing Mavis’, ‘The Stair’ and
‘Champagne Ladies’. Once again, critical and public reaction to the work was favourable, with
‘Champagne Ladies’ singled out for particular praise: “With Three Shorts, Darren Brealey has written
an eclectic mixture of observations that manage, somehow, to connect ... with the satirical
‘Champagne Ladies’ definitely my favourite” (Stage Whispers).

Performing The Goat was a strong production and gained a positive audience reaction and critical
comment confirmed Brealey’s ability to create realistic, original characterisations and dialogue:
“Darren Brealey delivers four humorous and often terrifyingly accurate portrayals ... four short plays
that capture colloquial Aussie stereotypes and presents them with hilarious accuracy” (Buzz Cuts).

Comfort Zone, co-written with friend Stuart Pursell was proven by its audience appreciation, the
production received critical acclaim: “Comfort Zone has delivered a rare piece of new theatre that is
hilariously self referential and thematically bold” (BNews).



